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asek Polytechnic will be introducing
Singapore’s first ever course in
Gerontological Design
The one-year Specialist Diploma in
Gerontological Design is offered through
>B0 Design Centre, Singapore’s National
Design Centre for Ageing, in collaboration
with Temasek Design School and Temasek
Humanities and Social Sciences School

The SDGD co

of gerontology with practical knowledge of

design and research method

f

gapore’s First

! Introduction to Gerontology
The study of ageing and the course of Ilife, the social
physical and mental changes of people as they age, the
impact of growing numbers of older people on social
institutions, employmeant, govarnmant units and familias.

Lifestyle, Ageing and Well-Being
Issugs ralat lifestyle options, leisure, age and well-
baing. Inter-genarational issues betwaan young and old
the effect of keisure on health and ageing, and the study
of death and dying in an ageing society

Design Research Methods

The tooks for design research, how 1o investigale Consumers,
form and processes.

Sociology of Ageing
Social significance, demographic aspects, historical
perspectives on ageing, health cara, living enviran-
ments, family and social suppaort for the aged. Com-
parisons between the Singapore situation and that of
other countries.

Specialist Project
A gell-initiated and directed project which requires critical
and creative thinking. wsing problem-based leaming
approach. Students will complete the project through the
Mational Design Centre for Ageing and could have the
oppartunity to work with companies or govermnment
related research agencies.








Gerontological
Design?

The Specialist Diploma in Gerontological
Design is launched at a significant time:
Singapore’s population is ageing, and we
need to find solutions to cater to a growing
population of ageing individuals.

The statistics speak for themselves. In 2005, one in 12
residents in Singapore was aged 65 years and above. By
2030, one in five residents will be aged 65 years and above
~ representing a significant 20 per cent of the population
{National Survey of the Agelng Community 2005, by Ministry
of Community Developmant, Youth and Sports).

The profile of the *new aged’ is markedly ditferant from those
a generation earfier. They belong 1o the post-war generation
and grew up during wealihier and more stable times. Gener-
ally, they are better educated, more affluent and well
travelled. Studies have shown that they tend to be healthiar,
fitter, more mobile and independent.

The demographics combined with the changing profile of the
‘new aged', presents inferesting challenges 1o Singapore.
Some of these challenges will be answered in the study of
Gerontological Dasign
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8,30 am to 7.00 pm from Monday 1o Friday
Cloged on Saturday, Sunday and Public Holidays
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What Is

Gerontological
Design?

Gerontological
Design stems
from the study
of the ageing
process.

The focus is on design and
resaarch methods lo enable
better undarstanding of
ageing individuals’ prafer-
ences and raquirements, so
as 1o derive at eflective
solutions that will improve
these individuals' way of ile.





